
Independent Reading 
Program Requirements 

	  
	  

English students will read books of their choosing (pending teacher approval) every ~two weeks. 
More or less time will be allotted in cases where writing is either very complex or very simple, 
respectively. During particular units, students will choose a novel from a certain genre. Students will 
also complete various writing assignments and one presentation per semester. 
 

Rationale: 
Why so much independent reading? To increase your stamina and other reading skills with material 
that 1) interests you, and 2) is at or just above your reading level. The more exposure you have to 
reading, the stronger your skills will be and the more connections you will be able to make. Start out 
reading what makes sense for you; eventually you will reach those "classics" that are considered 
"challenging reads." Having strong reading skills is important no matter what your major will be in 
college. College students (regardless of major) are expected to read anywhere from 200-500 pages 
per week. Research says that students should read two books per month in order to be prepared for 
the reading volume secondary education (college) requires (Kittle, Lesesne).   
 
Books allow us to "experiment with solutions through fiction" and "life lessons live in fiction" (Kittle, 
22). Relevancy is an important aspect to consider when selecting a book to read: the more you can 
relate to the issues or conflict, the more you will engage in reading. Relationships can also be created 
with literature: reader to character, creating empathy within the reader, or reader to author (Lesesne).  
 
This is about finding what interests you, pushing yourself outside of your comfort zone, and taking an 
adventure (I know, corny! But give it a shot). I am committed to improving literacy and helping you 
become a book lover. We will keep track of progress; if you find the right books, it will be hard for you 
not to become a reader.  
 

Grading: 
Each grading period, you will be assessed on your independent reading: goals, growth, and specified 
reading skills/strategies. Formative assessments will include your Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook, 
quickwrites, and Teacher Conferences. Summative assessments will be both written and project-
based. You will demonstrate specific critical reading skills or knowledge of genre-specific strategies. 
 

Organization: 
You will maintain two reading lists in your Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook:  
1. what you have read and are currently reading 
2. a list of future reads 
 
You will set personal reading goals, self-asses your reading ability, what you do well, and what you 
would like to improve. You will be reflecting on your reading (what you are doing as a reader) and 
your books (what is going on in the book and what connections you can make) in your 
Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook.  
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Book Talks: 

Book talks will be given to the class as a way of building a wider canon. Book talks can come from 
Ms. Santillanes, other teachers, staff, parents, or even other students. Think of it like a movie 
preview, but no spoilers! If any book sounds interesting, add it to your "Future Reads" list. 
 

Time to Read: 

You have 10 minutes every day to read in our class. You must also read at least two hours outside of 
class per week: for fun, not assigned class text. That can be completed all at once or broken down to 
shorter sessions each day. Thirty minutes outside of class four days per week is very doable. 
Weekends are a good time to catch up on reading if your weeknights are filled with sports, extra-
curricular activities, homework, and other responsibilities. I do not accept the excuse "I can't find 
time.” You can. You will (Kittle, Lesesne). 
 

**You must have your first independent reading book in class by    !!! 
 


