
	  

	  

CHARACTERIZATION & THEME UNIT PLAN 
(with Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck or Zeitoun by Dave Eggers as the class/mentor text)  

 
Standards: 

v CCSS.ELA.RL.9-10.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined 
by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

v CCSS.ELA.RL.9-10.3: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

v CCSS.ELA.W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims in analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

	  
Student-Friendly Learning Target Statements 

Knowledge Targets 
	  

“What I need to know!” 

q I understand background information about the novel (historical era in 
which it was written, author biography) and how it relates to the setting. 

q I can define the following terms and how they relate to characterization: 
o Types of charactersàcomplex, static v. dynamic, round v. flat, 

protagonist v. antagonist 
o Methods of revealing characteràphysical appearance, actions, 

interactions with others, reactions of others, and speech (including 
dialect) 

q I can define the following terms and how they relate to theme: Social 
Justice, Friendship, Loneliness 

q I can define the following terms and how they relate to critical reading 
and presenting knowledge: 

o Textual evidence 
o Analysis  
o Compare/Contrast 
o Inference 

q I can define the following terms and how they relate to writing: 
o Introduction Paragraph 
o Thesis 
o Transitions 
o Argument 
o Claims/Counterclaims 
o Conclusion Paragraph 

q I know how to use argument to respond to literature. 
Reasoning Targets 

	  
“What I can do with what I 

know.” 

q I can determine important textual evidence for characterization. 
q I can make an inference using textual evidence to reach a logical 

conclusion. 
q I can analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text 

through their interaction with other characters. 
q I can analyze how complex characters advance the plot of a text and/or 

contribute to the development of a theme. 
q I can compare and contrast two different characters to better understand 

each character. 
q I can collect textual evidence that is relevant to my argument. 
q I can determine what is emphasized or absent in each artistic 



	  

	  

representation of a scene from Of Mice and Men.	  	  
Skill Targets 

	  
“What I can demonstrate.” 

q I can use reading strategies to help me understand difficult complex text. 
q I can use organizational/formatting structures (graphic organizers) to 

develop my writing ideas.  
q I can create questions and locate key textual evidence to contribute to a 

discussion on the given topic, text, or issue	  
Product Targets 

	  
“What I can make to show 

my learning.” 

q I can summarize the plot of a single chapter of the class/mentor text. 
q I can write a literary response essay in which I argue how a theme 

emerges and is shaped/refined over the course of the text through the 
development and experiences of its characters.	  

Disposition Targets	  
	  

“What I can do to foster 
productive attitudes, 

motivations, and 
interests.”	  

q I can be an effective communicator, who writes and speaks using strong 
evidence to support my thoughts. (E) 

q I can pursue academic excellence through creative problem solving, 
reflection, and dedication to lifelong learning. Complex thinking! (A) 

q I can collaborate with a group to work towards a common goal. (G) 
q I can model leadership that promotes school, community, and global 

involvement. (L) 
q I can maintain ethical behavior through speech and actions. (E) 
q I can be a social contributor that makes positive contributions to school, 

community, and society for a better future. (S)	  
	  
Summative Assessment:  


