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When a book is too difficult
The Five Finger Rule
Read the first two pages. Every time 
you come to a word that you can’t 
define, put one finger up. If you get to 
five fingers before the end of the first 
page, STOP! You can read this book 
with help from an adult, but it is 
probably not a good book for you to 
read on your own.

The Page 2 Check
Read the first two pages. At the end 
of the second page, stop yourself and 
check for understanding. First try to 
summarize what you’ve read so far. 
Then try to connect to the bigger 
picture: Does what you read make 
sense in the context of what you 
know about the book? If not, STOP! 
You can read this book with help 
from an adult, but it is probably not a 
good book for you to read on your 
own.



When a book is too easy
The Page 5 Check
Read the first 5 pages. At the end of the fifth page, stop and ask yourself: “Is 
this book making me think?” If you have not had to stop and think...if you have 
not had to do ANY clarifying...STOP! You can read this book anytime, but for IR 
you should choose a more challenging book to take your skills to the next level.



How to Judge a Book by It’s 
Cover...with Intention
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Why?
● We are often told “Don’t judge a book by it’s cover.” This 

most often is metaphorical advice, meaning, “Don’t 
judge people by appearances.”

● Book publishers count on the fact that readers will 
ignore the advice in the literal sense - people tend to 
judge book covers when deciding what to read.

● Judging a book by it’s cover is superficial, but you can 
be intentional about it when selecting your book this 
weekend.



Strategy: I Notice + I Think/Wonder Matrix

MATRIX I Notice... I Think/Wonder...

Front Cover

Synopsis (Back Cover/Front 
Flap of Dust Jacket)

About the Author (Back 
Cover/Back Flap of Dust 

Jacket)

Structure of the Book Flip through the pages. 
Record observations about 
chapters, font, etc.



Model: I Notice + I Think/Wonder Matrix 
MATRIX I Notice... I Think/I Wonder...

Front Cover

1. Bright neon green
2. Three pedestrian figures 

in different poses above 
the words of the title

3. Title in all caps; ME, 
EARL, DYING GIRL are 
bigger

4. “Now a Major Motion 
Picture”

5. A Kirkus Review stating 
the book is original, even 
though it seems related to 
TFIOS by John Green

1. Color definitely grabs 
attention!

2. The pedestrian figures 
are kind of playful. Who 
is Earl and why does his 
figure seem to be 
stumbling? Maybe this 
will be a funny book.

3. Title suggests that it will 
be a first person narrator 
and that a girl might die.

4. Who’s in the movie and 
when does it come out?

5. I enjoyed TFIOS. How 
will this story be similar 
and different?



Chapter 1 (or current 
chapter) Work
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Strategy: Story Elements Grid

Title
Author
Chapter/Pages
Genre

Narrator Character

Setting Conflict Questions I’m Left With



Model: Story Elements Grid


